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came into the House of Commons whilst he was a member,
Burke defended with the zeal and passion he seldom with-
held from the cause of prescriptive right, the immunity of
the India Company from all interference by the Govern-
ment. That was in 1773, when North carried the first Bill
that Infringed the Company's Charter. By that Bill the
chief judicial offices In India were made appointments of
the Crown, and a Governor-General of Bengal, Behar and
Orissa with a Council of four was to be appointed for five
years by the Act, and though these appointments were to
revert afterwards to the Directors, they were subject to the
approbation of the Crown. This Bill was supported by
some of the proprietors of the Company, as well as by
Clive, whose first career of brilliant victories and private
plunder had been followed, and in the eyes of Burke
redeemed, by a second career of strict integrity and austere
rule devoted to checking conquest and expansion, and
to eliminating corruption from the Company's service. In
many respects a drastic measure, the Bill was a tentative
approach to the maxim Chatham had laid down, that the
government and revenues of the territories of the East
India Company should be assumed by the Crown, and that
nothing but their trading privileges should be left to the
Company. It is curious to reflect In the light of later
history that the Bill was supported by Fox, and opposed
by Burke, and that it was that Bill which made Warren
Hastings the first Governor-General of Bengal, and Francis,
his lifelong enemy, one of his Council of four.
The next great effort to reform the Government of India
led to very different results, for it destroyed the men who
had the hardihood to make it. The famous Bill of 1783 is
generally understood to have been Burke's handiwork, and
it Is certain that both Fox and Burke threw themselves
Into the project with the resolute enthusiasm of strong and
militant conviction. The evils for which they had to find a
remedy were on a grandiose scale, and they had been pub-
lished from the housetops of India and England. Two select